Excerpts From Part XI1. Welfare Reform Initiatives and Conforming Changes
Subpart A. Welfare Reform Initiatives.

G.S. 108A-29.1 Substance Abuse Treatment Required: Drug Testing for Work First
Program Recipients

@) Each applicant or current recipient of Work First Program benefits determined
by a Qualified Substance Abuse Professional (QSAP) or by a physician
certified by the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) to be
addicted to alcohol or drugs and to be in need of professional substance abuse
treatment services shall be required, as part of the person’s MRA and as a
condition to receiving Work First Program benefits, to participate
satisfactorily in an individualized plan of treatment in an appropriate treatment
program. As a mandatory program component of participation in an addiction
treatment program, each applicant or current recipient shall be required to
submit to an approved, reliable, and professionally administered regimen of
testing for presence of alcohol or drugs, without advance notice, during and
after participation, in accordance with the addiction treatment program’s
individualized plan of treatment, follow-up, and continuing care services for
the applicant or current recipient.

(b) An Applicant or current recipient who fails to comply with any requirement
imposed pursuant to this section shall not be eligible for benefits or shall be
subject to the termination of benefits, but shall be considered to be receiving
benefits for purposes of determining eligibility for medical assistance.

(c) The children of any applicant or current recipient shall remain eligible for
benefits, and these benefits shall be paid to a protective payee pursuant to G.S.
108A-38.

(d) An applicant or current recipient shall not be regarded as failing to comply
with the requirements of this section if an appropriate drug or alcohol
treatment program is unavailable.

(e) Area Mental Health Authorities organized pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter
122C of the General Statutes shall be responsible for administering the
provisions of this Section.

()] The requirements of this section may be waived or modified as necessary in
the case of individual applicants or recipients to the degree necessary to
comply with Medicaid eligibility provisions.”

G.S. 108A-25.2 Exemption from limitations for individuals convicted of certain drug-
related felonies.

Individuals convicted of Class H or | controlled substance felony offenses in this State
shall be eligible to participate in the Work First Program and food stamp program:

1) Six months after release from custody if no additional controlled substance
felony offense is committed during that period and successful completion of



or continuous active participation in a required substance abuse treatment
program determined appropriate by the area mental health authority; or

2 If not committed to custody, six months after the date of conviction if not
additional controlled substance felony offense is committed during that period
and successful completion of or continuous active participation in a required
substance abuse treatment program determined appropriate by the area mental
health authority.

A county department of social services shall require individuals who are eligible for
Work First Program assistance and food stamp benefits pursuant to this section to
undergo substance abuse treatment as a condition for receiving Work First Program or
food stamp benefits, if funds and programs are available and to the extent by federal
law.”
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